
1 
 

List of Articles – United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities 

 

This document will tell you what each part of 

the United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities is about.  Each part 

is called an Article.  This is just a small 

summary about each Article that will help you 

to decide which Articles are most important to 

you or your group.   

If you want to write a document to send to us 

about any of the Articles then please read 

the Easy Read Version of the Convention 

translated by Inspired Services.  It will give 

you more information about each Article: 

http://odi.dwp.gov.uk/docs/wor/uncon/un-agree.pdf 

For more general information about the 

Convention please read the document written 

below by Independent Living in Scotland: 

http://www.ilis.co.uk/uploaded_files/Easy_read_DIY_fa

ctsheets/er_ilis_diy_factsheet_02_unconvention.pdf 

http://odi.dwp.gov.uk/docs/wor/uncon/un-agree.pdf
http://www.ilis.co.uk/uploaded_files/Easy_read_DIY_factsheets/er_ilis_diy_factsheet_02_unconvention.pdf
http://www.ilis.co.uk/uploaded_files/Easy_read_DIY_factsheets/er_ilis_diy_factsheet_02_unconvention.pdf
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Article 1 – Purpose: this tells us why the 

Convention was written and what it is there to do. 

Article 2 – Definitions: this gives definitions 

of words that are used in the Convention.  

This makes sure that the person reading it 

knows exactly what is being talked about.  

Article 3 – General Principles: these are 

some general values that were used when 

writing the Convention and they run through 

the whole Convention. 

Article 4 – General Obligations: these are 

things that the Government must do to make 

sure that everything in the Convention can 

happen. 

Article 5 – Equality and non-discrimination: 

this part talks about what must be done to 

make sure that everybody is treated equally 

and that there is no discrimination. 

 

Article 6 – Women with disabilities: this is 

about disabled women’s rights. 
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Article 7 – Children with disabilities: this is 

about disabled children’s rights. 

Article 8 – Awareness-raising: this section 

talks about how the Government must tell 

people about the Convention and what it says.   

Article 9 – Accessibility: this section is about 

how things must be made accessible to make 

sure that people can live independently and 

be included. 

Article 10 – Right to life: this is about 

disabled people having a right to be alive, 

the same right as anyone else. 

Article 11 – Situations of risk and humanitarian 

emergencies: this section is about how disabled 

people should be treated in the case of: 

 Armed conflict: when there is fighting in a 

country, this could be in a war with another 

country or a war within a country. 

 Humanitarian emergencies: This is when 

something happens in a country and it 

means that a group of people do not have 

access to the things that they need, like 

water or medical help. 
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 Natural disasters: This could be a flood, 

an earthquake, storms and other things 

that are caused by nature. 

Article 12 – Equal recognition before the 

law: this part talks about disabled people 

having the same rights in law as everyone 

else as well as access to the support they 

need to do this.   

Article 13 – Access to justice:  this part is 

about disabled people being able to use the 

law and making sure that it is accessible. 

Article 14 – Liberty and security of 

person: this is about disabled people 

having the right to be free and safe in line 

with the law.   

Article 15 – Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman 

or degrading treatment or punishment: 

this is about disabled people having the 

same right as everyone else not to suffer 

or be hurt in any way.  This could be 

through any type of abuse or bullying. 
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Article 16 – Freedom from exploitation, violence 

and abuse: this is about the Government working to 

make sure that disabled people should not 

have to live with exploitation, violence or 

abuse.  Exploitation is treating someone 

unfairly and getting something out what 

they are doing.  This could be making 

someone work for free or not paying them enough. 

Article 17 – Protecting the integrity of 

the person:  this is about a person having 

the right to decide what they think and do. 

Article 18 – Liberty of movement and 

nationality: this means that a person has the 

right to live in the country that they want.   

Article 19 – Living independently and 

being included in the community:  this 

means that people should have choice 

about where they live, who they live with 

and the support they get. 

Article 20 – Personal mobility: this part 

says that disabled people must have the 

things that they need to be able to get 

around.  They should also have choice 

about when and how they get around. 
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Article 21 – Freedom of expression and 

opinion, and access to information: this is 

about disabled people being able to access 

information and then say what they think 

about the information like anyone else.  This 

part also includes people getting information 

in an accessible format of their choice. 

Article 22 – Respect for privacy: this is 

about disabled people having the right to 

keep things private, like their home life, 

their health and personal information. 

Article 23 – Respect for home and the 

family: this is about disabled people having 

the same right as everyone else to the home 

and family life that they want.   This Article 

also talks about disabled people being able to 

get married and have children when they 

want.  As well as getting the support that they 

need to do this. 

Article 24 – Education: this is about the right 

to education that gives disabled people the 

same opportunities as everyone else.  This 

includes not being excluded from the general 

education system. As well as getting information 

in an accessible way and getting support. 
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Article 25 – Health: this is about disabled 

people having equal access to health. 

Article 26 – Habilitation and 

rehabilitation: this article is about the 

governments in each country taking steps to 

make sure disabled people can live as 

independently as possible. This means good 

housing which meets each person’s needs. 

Also having the equipment, training and 

support that disabled people need to have 

better health, education and to get jobs.  

Article 27 – Work and employment: this is 

about disabled people having equal rights 

and access to work.  It says that people 

should not be discriminated against and that 

when needed changes should be made so 

that disabled people can be included. 

Article 28 – Adequate standard of living 

and social protection: this is about the 

right to live a life where you have enough 

food, clothes and a place to live.   
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Article 29 – Participation in political and 

public life:  this part is about having the 

same rights to vote and be involved in 

politics as other people.  It is also about 

having the same rights to get involved with 

political organisations. 

Article 30 – Participation in cultural life, recreation, 

leisure and sport:  this is about disabled 

people being able to get involved in 

activities in their free time.  Everything 

should be on offer in different accessible 

formats.  This can include things such as 

television programs, the theatre, 

museums, libraries and sports. 

Article 31 – Statistics and data collection: this article 

says that the Government should collect 

information so that it can see how well it is 

putting into place the Convention.  This 

information should be made accessible for 

all to see.  At the same time the 

Government must keep people’s personal 

information private. 
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Article 32 – International 

cooperation: this part is about the 

Government making links with 

governments and organisations in 

other countries.  They should do this 

to share information, experiences and 

ideas.  They should also support 

each other and share research. 

 

Article 33 – National implementation 

and monitoring:  this Article is about 

how the Convention is put into place 

and how this must be checked up on.  


