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A referendum is a single 
vote on a special issue. 

The next referendum will be held 
on Thursday 23rd June 2016.

A referendum is held sometimes 
to help the government make a 
very important decision. 

They ask a question and you vote 
for the answer you agree with.

The question is: “Should the United 
Kingdom remain a member of 
the European Union or leave the 
European Union?”

This means: “Should the United 
Kingdom stay part of the European 
Union or leave the European 
Union?”

What is a referendum?

?

???
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The “Vote Leave” group want the 
UK to leave the European Union. 

They are saying NO to the UK 
being part of the European Union. 

The “Britain Stronger in Europe” 
group want to stay or remain in 
the European Union. 

They are saying YES to the UK 
being part of the European Union.

The United Kingdom is also called 
the UK. 

The UK is made up of England, 
Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland.

Yes No

All adults who are registered to vote 
in the UK will be able to take part in 
the EU Referendum.

There are 2 groups in the 
Referendum called “Britain Stronger 
in Europe” and “Vote Leave”.
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Citizen – a person that belongs to 
a place by law.

Economy – The economy is how 
much money our country and 
Government has.

Tax and Taxes – are something 
we all pay to cover the cost of 
things the Government pays for. 

Trade - Trade is when people buy 
and sell things and services. 

Helpful words
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The EEC was also called the 
European Community (EC). In 
2009, as more countries joined 
the EC, it changed its name to 
the EU. The EU creates rules and 
laws together about society, 
including work, business and 
people’s rights. 

The European Economic 
Community (EEC) was created 
after World War 2, in 1957. The 
original 6 countries wanted to 
plan and spend money together 
so that they would stop wars in 
the future. 

The UK is part of a large 
group of countries called the 
European Union (EU).

The EU is made up of 28 
countries that share rules and 
do business with each other.

What is the European Union?
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The Council of the European 
Union is where the EU’s big 
decisions are made. The Council 
is looked after by a President, 
who is picked from one of the 
28 member countries. There is a 
new President every 6 months.

The European Commission 
does the day-to-day work of 
running the EU. It makes sure 
that the laws the European 
Parliament make are used 
properly. It looks after the EU as a 
whole not individual countries.

The European Parliament 
makes laws and helps to decide 
how much money the EU should 
spend. It also checks that all 
28 countries are working fairly. 

Members of the European 
Parliament (MEPs) from each 
country run the Parliament. We 
get to vote for our MEPs every
5 years.

The EU is run by all 28 member 
countries. There are special groups 
within the EU that help make the 
decisions, rules and laws. 

What does the European Union do?
???
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By working as a group the EU 
hopes that they will be listened to 
more by other countries outside 
the EU. 

It tries to make it easier for 
Europeans to buy and sell things 
to each other. This is done by 
changing the rules that control 
trade.

A lot of what the EU does is about 
bringing people in Europe closer 
together.

The aim of the EU is to help all the 
people in the 28 countries to live in 
safety, without the threat of war.

All the people from the 28 
member countries are citizens of 
the EU. This means they can live 
and work in any of the other EU 
countries.

The rules made by the EU 
protect people’s rights in their 
own countries, as well as 
across the other EU countries.

RIGHTS
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There are some people who 
want the UK to remain in the 
EU. This group is called the 
“Britain Stronger in Europe” 
campaign.
 
They believe that people should 
vote YES in the referendum.

They worry that leaving could 
mean the things we buy from 
other countries in the EU will 
become more expensive. 

The Remain In group believes that 
staying in the EU makes it easier 
for the UK to trade with European 
countries. This is what the UK buys 
and sells abroad.

They think that being in the 
EU brings more money to the 
people who live in the UK. They 
say it makes our economy 
stronger. 

The Remain In campaign –
Britain Stronger In Europe

Yes



9

They think that remaining in the EU 
will help to protect jobs because 
companies would prefer to do 
business with countries in the EU.

They also think that EU rules help to 
protect workers’ rights.

Our Prime Minister, David 
Cameron, has agreed some 
changes to the rules of EU 
membership for the UK. He 
believes the changes will make it 
better for the UK.

The changes to the UK’s EU 
membership were agreed by 
the other leaders of the EU in 
February 2016. The new rules 
for the UK cannot start until 
they have been put into EU law. 

Yes

They believe that having people 
coming to the UK to work, called 
migrants, is good for the economy. 
They help pay for public services 
like hospitals and schools through 
the taxes they pay.
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There are some people who want 
the UK to leave the EU. This 
group is called the “Vote Leave” 
campaign. 

They believe that people should 
vote NO in the referendum. 

The Vote Leave campaign wants 
the UK to make new trade deals 
with other countries. New trade 
deals could make selling things 
to other countries cheaper and 
quicker.

They believe leaving will help 
small and new businesses 
because they will be free from 
EU rules, which they feel stop 
them from being successful.

They believe if we leave the 
EU, we could spend the money 
we use to be part of the EU on 
things in the UK like the health 
service (NHS). 

The Leave campaign – Vote Leave

No
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The Vote Leave group believe the 
UK would have more control over 
our money and how we make it if 
we leave the EU. 

They think that the EU has too 
many members now and it is too 
difficult to work together. 

By leaving the EU, they believe 
we will have more control over 
who is allowed into the UK.

They think there will be more 
job opportunities for UK people 
because less people will be 
coming to work in the UK.

They want the UK to make its 
own laws instead of having to 
follow some of the EU laws. 

No



12

To vote you must be over 18 
and your name must be on 
the electoral register. The 
electoral register is a list of 
all the people who can vote.

You must be registered to 
vote in the EU Referendum by 
Tuesday 7th June 2016.

You can register to vote on 
this website: 
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

If you think you have already 
registered to vote you can 
check with your local electoral 
services on this website: 
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk 

Thursday 23rd June 2016 is 
the day to vote on the EU 
Referendum. You can vote in 
3 different ways.

How to vote in the referendum
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The 1st way to vote is by going 
to vote at your local polling 
station on Thursday 23rd June. 

The polling station will be 
near to where you live.

The 2nd way to vote is by postal 
vote. You can ask your council 
for a postal vote. They will send 
you a ballot paper and then you 
post it back to them to vote.

You will be sent a poll card before 
the day of voting. This poll card 
will tell you where your polling 
station is to vote.

You do not need your poll card to 
vote, but it can help to take it with 
you.

The 3rd way to vote is called 
a proxy vote. You can ask a 
person you trust to vote for 
you at the polling station with 
a proxy vote. To do this you 
must ask your council for a 
proxy card for someone else to 
vote for you.
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If the Britain Stronger in Europe 
campaign wins then the UK will 
continue to be part of the EU, 
using the new changes the Prime 
Minister agreed in February.

If the Vote Leave campaign wins, 
the UK will begin talks on leaving 
the EU and making new trade 
deals. This may take 2 years or 
more.

The results of the vote will be given 
on Friday 24th June 2016 after all the 
votes have been counted.

What happens after the referendum?
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